How a SECRETIVE GROUP of
BILLIONAIRES is TRYING to
BUY POLITICAL CONTROL in the US
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CHAPTER EIGHT

The Fossils

IN THE FINAL MONTHS BEFORE THE 2008 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
TION,

Michael Mann, a tenured meteorology and geosciences proft
essor at

Penn State University who had b o
: ccome a leadi in ol o
changc research, told his wife that he would Ilz‘f lig;;; ::h‘_:hli“ate
':f“"ididﬂf_c won. Both the Republican and the Democratic r::ci:; jhi
ttal nominees had spoken about the importance of addrcsSEEg ;loini |
al

. . .
Wwar ﬂ]].[lg, Wth]l Manu lcgatdcd a5 the pﬂfalll{)unt 1ssue Of tlle day,
I?'ut What hc d'd“t iu”y iOICSCC wias t.hat thc same l‘-olces Stntlng thc

Tea Party would ex
d pertly channel th i
against scientific experts like hi_msclfﬁ public outrage at government

Mann had s, i
ann_had started_out_unconvinced by the science of climate

changc,ﬁl_)gtﬁ“ in 1999 he and two co
tracking the previous thousand years
I'}Itl'l’]iﬁ;ﬂlﬁfﬂ, It iudugcdigimlflr '
the earth's temperature | Skl

ni,mw[_;ﬁ,"{;;;"f ;L;.l: Er_ti__]_lh;.ld hovered in a more or less straight line for
hockey stick, in the iy
hockey stick
within the

-authors had published a study
of temperatures in the Northern

in the twenticth centurv W e

eaph was o power f')”II];y].EETM came to be known as the
yooad c!smatc debate, By 2008, M
Mg since concluded that the geie ;
that human beings were enday C=L.Ii'jﬁc
too much 6il, gas, and eoal, T grre
fuels released were gy, b

As even the )

asive it gained iconic status
ann, like most experts, had

‘ o {; ::i::’]ilrﬂ climate by burning
Pping the cartlyy heat w"’ .'“‘d e }.{“f"“" tlh"’":
_ ) ith devastating effects.
s bastion of technelogical non=
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partisanship, concluded, «

4y “the dip

¢, casy~to-grasp graph showing that ;

ut then shot sharply upward, Tk the biade ofa

evidence was overwhelming

Bt A B A e w3

199 DARK MONEY

i Mm&;@ official US N:f.tional Sectfrity Strd;?gy'r_e:?q@
declared the situation a growing n_atmnal sc.cunty thr;at, arguing,
wThe change wrought by a warming plar'tet will lead to new conflicts
over refugees and resources; new suffering frqm drought and fam-
ine; catastrophic natural disasters; and the degradation of land across
the globe” The report unambiguously predicted that if nothing were
done, “climate change and pandemic disease” would directly threaten
«¢he health and safety of the American pe,oplc.” e
The American Association for the Advancement of Science, the
world’s largest and most prestigious scientific society, was equally if
not more adamant. Tt warned that “we face risks of abrupt, unpredict-
able and potentially irreversible changes” with potentially “massively
disruptive consequences.” : i
Mann wasn’t particularly political. Middle-aged, friendly, and
balding, with a dark goatee shadowing his round face, he was a quin-

tessential science nerd who had majored in applied math and physics at

the University of California, Berkeley, got advanced degrees in geol-
ogy and geophysics at Yale, and for many years didn’t think scientists

had much of a role to play in public policy. Ww, he

recalls, “I shared the widespread view that we would see some action
on the climate front. T

' Certainly this assumption seemed reasonable. On the night that
Obama clinched the Democratic nomination, he spoke passionately
about climate change, vowing that Americans would look back know-
ing that “this was the moment when the rise of the oceans began'to
slow and our planet began to heal” Once in office, he pledged to

pass a “cap and trade” bill forcing the fossil fuel industry to pay forits

pollution, as other industrics did, rather than treating it as someone

clse’s problem. Cap and trade was 2 market-based solution, originally
backed by Republicans, requiring permits for carbon enmssions. The -

theory was that it would give the industry a financial incentive to stop
polluting. It had worked su rprisingly well in previous years 1o reduce -
industrial emissions that caused acid rain. By choosing a tested, mod-
erate, bipartisan approach, the Obama administeation’ and - many
environmentalists assumed a deal would be winnable. : TR
“What we.di n't take into

= -
erociousness of the moneye

t,"
the politicians doing their
Hallenge to the most powerful -

accoun

Mann later noted, “was the. '
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industry that has ever existed on the face of the carth, Theres

to which they're unwilling to sink to challenge anjthing th

their interests even if it's science and the scientists involyed iy
Mann contended that “the fossil fuel industry is an 51ig1;;ch .

Some might dispute that American oil, gas, and coal magnageg .
] mc

the dictionary definition of a small, privileged group that effective
ive

rules over the majority. But it was indisputable that they fundeq ik i
n

helped orchestrate a series of vitriolic personal attacks that would
- O

threaten Mann’s livelihood, derail climate legislation, and alte o
¢

course of the Obama presidency.

- If there was a single ultra-wealthy interest group that hoped to -
see Obama fail as he took office, it was the fossil fucl industry, A7q

there was one test of its members’ concentrated mr o
the machinery of American democracy, it was this minority’s abjj.
ity to stave off government action on climate change as science ang
the rest of the world were moving in the opposite direction. While
Obama’s health-care bill was useful in riling up Tea Party protesters
his environmental and energy policies were the real tarpet of many oi"

the multimillionaires and billionaires in the Koch circle. For most of
the world’s population the costs of inaction on climate change were

far greater than those of action. But for the fossil fuel industry, as
Mann put it, “it’s like the switch from whale oil in the nineteenth

cdcntury. They're fighting to maintain the status quo, no matter how
umb.”

. Coal, Oll,k and gas magnates formed the nucleus of the Koch
onor network. Guest lists f; i i
oy or the summits read like a Who’s Wi
i hsucccssful and most conservative fossil fuel barons,
yority of whom were private, independent operators of privately

owned companies
panies. They were men who had either made or inherited
enormous fortunes in “extractive”

energy without having to answer
r

to public sh

inslzance i.‘ra& orbin “C I':C};‘l__':’f anyone else. Among the group, fo
O

Texas’s most lcgendary 0: E = r.,, the grandson of one of

: arons, Hugh R
former captain of the football team 2t fhe Uo:{w(e:rusllltjfno RTth{e;st 5?:;;

ken a bold, unorthodox risk with

;:rhich he graduated in 1969 had ta

is inherited o; :

- erite 0:% fortune, He had bet alm i

edly accumulating by 2003 ¢, i ost all of it on_coal, report-
1

ngle largest private cache of coal

ot
Teateniy
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rves in America. He owned, by one count, twenty-one billion tons
resc - x ¥ :

of coal reserves—enoug _ b B ey
government reportedly owned more coal than his pri-

he U.S. .
OMMIM Harold Hamiyand Lamr -
Nichols, two oF the most successful pioneers in “fracking." ff“: envi-
romall}' controversial process by which water m&;m;h are '
rground into rock formations to extract oil and natural

injccwd unde ' 2 _ a _
gas. Hamm, the founder of Continental Resources, was a self-made

billionaire wi 7 by Mise
Rockefeller. While his nearly billion-dollar divorce settlement and

amazing rise from being born the youngest of thirteén children ina -
family of sharccroppers made tabloid history, business journals were
more focused on his company, which almost overnight had become
the face of fracking in North Dakota’s Bakken Shale. 0«

i i the network, on the opposite end of the social -
scale, waS-Larry Nichols, d of Devon Energy and later chairman
of the American etroleum Institute, the foremost trade association.
for the ol industry. /& graduate. of Princeton and a former Supreme
Court clerk, Nichols had urged his family’s Oklahoma energy com-=_
pany to buy Mitchell Energy after he noticed that its natural gas cut-
put was climbing because of fracking. Nichols combined the process:
with his own company’s expertise in horizontal drilling to “unleash
what became known as the unconventional gas revolution,” as the
energy industry historian Daniel Yergin wrote in The Quest. The
Kochs, too, had investments in the chemicals, pipelines, a'nd.bthc; :
aspects of fracking. 5 = A e

The donor network also boasted spectacularly successful oilmen -
like Philip Anschutz, heir To a western oil-drilling fortune, who him-
self discovered a fabled ol field on the Wyoming-Utah border in'the.
1980s, after which he diversified into ranches, railroads, and commu=
nications. The network included many smaller operators too. There

Joinin in

were oilmen from Wyoming, Oklahoma, lexas, and Colorado and - -

coal magnates from Virginia, West Virginia, Kentucky, and Ohio. "
The largest distributor of propane canisters in the country was also -
involved. Participating, too, were many of those whose businesses

provided ancillary support t© America’s energy sector. In addition ©

to the Kochs there were numerous other owners of pipelines, dll-

ing equipment, and oil service COMpANICcs,

including the T{egmdﬁ_!j.‘" e

h to fuel the entire country for twenty years. =

\dcatter whom the National Journal likened to John D. ;
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e
tel family, which made billions building refineries and
in Saudi Arabia, Venezuela, and elsewhere,

Most of the actual donors in this group preferred 1o b j 7
profiles, letting the politicians speak for them., They were ¢x 2 loiw :
casting the group’s reservations about government regulation ipe]rt o
philosophical terms. The politicians called them "jfji; crtac(;r:u s .
patriots, responsible for American energy independence, Cje al;d
though, there were few Americans for whom government ea o
carbon posed a more direct financial threat, peon

The problem for this group was that by 2008 the arithmetic of
climate change presented an almost unimaginable challengeIf the
| world were to stay within the range of carbon emissions that scicntists

deemed reasonable in order for atmospheric temperatures to remain

tolerable through the mid-century, 80 percent of the fossil fuel indus-

try’s reserves would have to stay u nused in the ground. In other words

scientists estimated that the fossil fuel industry owned roughly ﬁw:

times more oil, gas, and coal than the planet could safely turm—If

the government interfered with the “free markmé?'ﬁ)—pn—otcct

the planet, the potential losses for these companies were catastrophic.

If, however, the carbon from these reserves were burned wantonly

| without the government applying any brakes, scientists predicted an
| intolerable rise in atmospheric temperatures, triggering potentially
irreversible global damage to life on earth. -

f\\ As early as 1997, one member of the Koch gro he
alarm about the coming regulatory threat. That NG
the retiring chairman of the Independent Petroleum Association i

Amcricfa, the trade group of independent oil and gas producers, deliv-
ered a ]f:rcmiad as his swan song. Ward, who was himself an Okla-
homa oilman, began by proudly ticking off the various tax loopholes:
he helped pass during his tenure. “We've been fortunate the past cou-
ple of years to have a Republican Congress,” he noted. But he warned
that the o pfficy “skirmishes” the industry had survived recently
?g::bmthmg’ but “a dress rehearsal for the real show . . . the possible
emissions.” Ward perceived accurately that the cl;lr'rllaterf:‘::m(; 1s§1ie ;

was comin, :
agenda” sufc::j Zr%ucd that if the “radical environmentalist ‘off-oil’
ed, “we can look down the road a little way and see an

indmzzy_u_ndg_s:_g_”\u\,__l_h/
icge.” He vowed, “We are not going to let that hap-

pen. You can take that to the bank!”

Ward's swagger was well-grounded. The oil industry had held

rochial but powerfi ul sway over American politics for years, As carly
45 1913, the oil industry used its clout to win a special tax loophole,
the “oil depletion allowance.” On the theory that oil exploration was
risky and costly, it enabled the im_iustry to deduct 50 miich income
when it hit gushers that many oil companies cvadcd'_in;:onw'-taxc's'
altogether. After the loophole was scandalously enlarged in 1926, lib~
crals, stymiced by the oil patch’s defenders in Congress, tried unsuc-
cessfully for five decades before they were finally able to close it. -

No American politician’s rise to power in the last century was :
more fueled by oil than that of Lyndon Johnson. As Robert Caro
recounts in The Path to Power, starting in 1940 ]oh.nson-ro_ée from a
neophyte congressman to the Democratic Party’s consummate power
broker by handing out campaign contributions from his cnormousiy :
wealthy backers in the Texas oil fields and defending their interests. |

_ Although the oil industry benefited enormously from the federal
government in the form of favorable tax treatment, huge government e
contracts, and aid in building pipelines, as well as other handouts, *
it became a bastion of antigovernment conservatism. In fact, s its
wealth grew, the Texas oil patch was the source not onlyofan astqﬁnd? ;
ing amount of campaign lucre but also of a particularly extreme strain :
of right-wing politics. In his book about the state’s ol fortunes, The
Big Rich, Bryan Burrough speculates that what animated many of the
magnates was “the deep-tissue insecurity of the nouveau rif_:he":whb -
were hell-bent on keeping all they had just gained. . el

If there was a progenitor of Texas’s modern-day ultraconservative
oil faction, it was Corby Robertson’s grandfather Hugh Roy Cullen,
who helped make Quintana a billion-dollar enterprise. With rootsin
the fallen gentry of the Confederacy, he belonged to a band of oil- -
men that loathed northern liberals, denigrated F_DR’s_admixﬁstratiqri_ s
as the “Jew Deal,” and formed a third.pafty' whose plank called for ;
uthe restoration of the supremacy of the white race.” Cullen’s political
ambitions expanded with his fortune, and in 1952—half a century
before the Kochs became giant political spenders—he was the single
biggest donor in American politics and a key supporter of Senator
Joseph McCarthy's anti-Communist crusade. But at the time, hls e
brand of radically ri_ght—wing, oil—fu_dcaéd po__Iiti;s_ was ‘_j"?{“ed .t{i_b‘ o
margiﬂaljzgd_ _Burrou_gh..exglmns that ltz'm;;cceed_ in Po-,h_t'l":-s Cuﬂen
needed: a support organization of some kind, but-_bu:_ldn.n_g.--qp:e.: was it

Pipeline;
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something he was unwilling or ineapable of doing,” H.uifu i
later, however, with the “Kochtopus” in place, Cullen's grang Yoo
fellow oilmen would fare far hetter, :

Opposition (o curhs on earbon had long been Iuilding jy
industry, The concept that the earth was warming, and mu_nl;ind wwj
cansing it, first broke into the mainstream media in 1988 wlie 1-;“
climate modeler James Hansen, director of NABA's Goddard I'iﬂuli’i‘:
pute for Spuce Studies, testified hefore n Senate committee gl il"
g ¥

amid w nitionwide heat wive, The New York Timer played hig dg.
4

matic findings on its front page. During his presidency, George
H, W, Bush, like most politieal leaders of both partices at the ;Illll'
accepted e seience without dispute, He vowed (o protect the unvi:
onment, promising 1o fight “the Greenhouse Iiffeet with the White
| ].,_,i.,"w_”l?',f|}-_¢-| id ;_:h_(‘.!lu_liii;_:, his secretary of state, James T feer, 1o the
fiest internitionul summit of climute scientisrs, the _lill_(!l’;;.i';;'t.‘.i\‘nIf;&i'liili
Paanel on _("I_iumlr Change. Although Bush wis s Rhﬁﬁﬁﬁu,[wmm
fot an outTier iy e prrey, For decades, the environmental movement
had enjoyed bipartisan support,

As public opinion mounted in fivor of elimute action, however,
the fossil .ﬁ“ﬂ. industry organized and finuced o, atenlthy stateof=the=
art counteroffensive, Despite the agreement of both parties” presiden-
il candidates 1n 2008 that something needed to be done to stave off
climate change, powerful outside interests had been working overs
time to erode that consensus, "I'he conservative infrastructure necess

STy 10 Wit o o wat of ideas was alréidy 1 place, ATiE w0k to-focus .

the sattack on climate science was money. And benenth the surfice, it
was pouting in,

e Kert Diviem the director of research at Greenpeace, the liberal

T:::::":T\:::]::‘: grunp‘._ “‘I’C"' |.n.u'n|-hf; trying to t'r:a.cc'l'lw funds fowing
iz nonprofit organizations and talking heads, all_deny-

: wfﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%&ﬁimi"g as il working from the same seript,
Kochi, pored aliss 18 that from 2005 to 2008, a single source, the
L et oSk $25 million into dozens of diferent organizv

\ hlum.- mnl-;wgﬂ_@ﬁf’ﬂrmﬁ"w Wggerin His rescarch
H“!Wl“lli 11-1*.11. (_,h'.lff:ﬁ and David had outspent wl-,-u-glwus. thr;n the
gest pnhhc oil company SxxonM bl ' S t

A 2010 report; reenpeace cro’w 11 OOty o8 .i:l.Cl()l ofiehirsss
few had ever heard of a the ¢ ‘“f" '(Of:h Industries, & company
denial.” e time, the “kingpin of climate science

il

lson gy _.:

* three-quarter tlugq ofh rees financing’ p
what he eflled the “climate change counte novement” cre untraces

2085 gl ¥4 ':'_.;_!ﬂ' ;4

1o it piksaalgwed scndemic sty on the twpic added fur-
iher ,1.;.;0:[(' Hobert Bralle, Drexel. University -;m;f_{?_ﬁﬂ;r of ﬂbﬁiﬁb i
oy A :-.'ﬁﬁlfa';fﬁ?ﬁ?uia sCIenee, ‘i"‘-:"w"*'mf_ that betwee jzf”” {m{
n0) e gl Dillion dollars was spent on wht he duscpveC W=
assive “campuign 10 (ADIPEALE and mislead the public ahout the
et poncd by clmate change, T SFdy ExRmined the T Econdh
“i,"_m;;m:; T Trdred me mprofit apganization engaged in challeng-
vailing seience on global warming, What it founed was, in -

ing the pire _ el ¥
casenee, i Corporate lobbying campaig disguised us o tax-exeingt,
philas shrapic endeavor, Some 140 e nservitive fsqgfg!g&f{tﬁypﬁ?_hf}ﬂ:&igi' L
the campiigs , Brulle found. I Juring the seven-year period he studied,
these foundations distributed $558 million it the form of 5,299 gramts
to pinety=one different nonprofit organizations, The money went t6
(hink tanks, advocacy groups, tracle associations, other foundations,
and academic and legal programs, Curmulatively, this private network
wiged a permuanent campaign to undermine Aroericans’ faith in eli-
fite seience and to defeat any effort to regulate carbon emissions,
Mhe cast of conservative organizations identified by Brulle was
familiar to anyone who had followed the funding of the modern con-
cervative movement. Awong those he pinpointed as the largest bank= |
rollers of climate change denial were foundations affiliated with the /.
I(.ﬁt‘rrf“ii'iﬂhg_(:'ﬂ"@fiilﬁiﬁfiii‘rih of whose forfunes derived partly from =
oil. ATso heavily involved were the Bradley Foundation and several
others associated with hugely wealthy families participating in the
Koch donor summits, such as foundations run by the DeVos family,
Art Pope, the retail magnate from North Carolina, and John Temple- :
ton Jr, a doctor and heir to the fortune of his father, John ‘Templeton
St.,, an American mutual fund pioneer who eventually renounced his.
U.S. citizenship in favor of living in the Bahamas, reportedly saving
$100 million on taxes. Brulle found that as the money was disp_ci‘_s_cdf '

able. B ————— A
“Powerful funders are supporting the campaign to deny scien=
tific findings nbout global warming and raise public dnub__ts.i'.lbOU.t.'-..thE_"'
roots and remedies of “this massive global threat. At the very. least,”
he argued, “American voters de_gcrw“n.)f Enow i, _i_s_-_‘behir}d;:g_hi::s'e

‘H_— ‘.n. . B e .'- ik :" S : .'-:_
. uit:steu.cl by the time Obama took office some of the biggest bank=
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rollers of the war against climate science had, if anything gone fir: =
L ¢ U.l'ther

underground. Rather than funding the campaign directly, 5 g
» A Erowin,

number of private conservative foundations and donors had 1,
directing their contributions through an organization called D tgun -
onorg-

Trust that in essence became a screen for the right wing, bep;
y DENIN

~ which fingerprints disappeared from the cash. Housed in a humd

brick building in Alexandria, Virginia, DonorsTrust and its a fﬁﬁ‘“m

Donors Capital Fund, were memorably described by Mo tberja:::»’ "
§

Andy Kroll as “the dark-money ATM of the conservative move
m n
Founded in 1999 by Whitney an ardent\l'ifﬂﬂ"cfia;J;;z:.;[1

West Virginia who had overseen development of the Koch-founded
Cato Institute, DonorsTrust boasted one key advantage for wealthy

conservatives. It made their contributions appear to be going to Ball’s

bland-sounding “donor-advised fund,” rather than to the far more
controversial conservative groups she distributed it to afterward.
The mechanism thus erased the donors’ names from the money trail,
Meanwhile, the donors retained the same if not bigger charitable tax
deductions. As the DonorsTrust Web site advertised, “You wish to
keep your charitable giving private, especially gifts funding sensitive
or controversial issues. Set up a DonorsTrust account and ask that
your gifts remain anonymous. Know that any contributions to your

- DonorsTrust account that have to be reported to the IRS will not

become public information. Unliki\Lith_w&fts
f’W‘Mﬁr‘fﬂ? '

\.'_.B?M%ZO}’;, DonorsTrust redistributed some $750
million from the pooled contributions to myriad conservative causes

deci :

undec.its own name. Ordinarily, under the law, in exchange for their
tf‘x breaks, private foundations such as the Chatles G. Koch Founda-
tion were required to publicly disclose the charitable groups to whom

th de thei
ey made their grants. It was one way to assure that these public ser-

E‘Wﬁia But donor-advised
mechanism wasn’t suspici i eraseparencys Balk anguce e ;hc
had their own donor-gd ous, or even unusual, and that liberals too

“ Trust, the conservative vised fund, the Tides Foundation. Donors-
soon had four times thear;fl::iz 1 e ifides: Fohdalop tiomenss

directors consisted of top offic; and a far more strategic board. Its

SRR op o 'ﬁmals of several of the most important

P i conservative movement, including the A e

nterprise fnstitute, the Heritage Foundation, and fhe InstiTlfrI:cfoI:

207~ DARK MOMEY . .
ce, the fibertarian legal center Whoéé'st:i&'up_ funds h':i_d::bc'é_n' o
d by Charles Koch. They functioned as a central committee,

Justi

supplie . _
coordinating grant making.

died the money. behmdchmm e :

What Brulle noticed ‘as he stus . a
change denial was that as critici _ RN
tens of millions of dollars of contributions from fossil

around 2007
/’;@bil seemed to have disappeared

fuel interest wred
i Meanwhile, a_growing and commensurate £

from the r; : i 2
amount of anonymous rom DonorsTrust started funding the '} =
climate change w@, for instance, Brulle found

of only 3 percent of the 140

that DonorsTrust money was the source of or
ose financial records he studied. By 2010, it had grown to |-

groups wh ) 1o
24 percent. The circumstantial evidence suggestqd that the fossil fuel

nkrolling climate change denial were deliberately hiding
but Brulle couldn’t prove it. “We just have this great big

interests ba
&y is coming from/"he

their hands,
unknown out there about where all the mon

between the Kochs and DonorsTrust were close: Dis- - :
closures showed that the Kochs’ foundations made sizable gifts to
DonorsTrust, which in turn dispersed large amounts of cash to their -
favorite nonprofit groups. In 2010, for instance, the single largest
grant that it made to any organization was a S?.i_n}_illioﬂ gifttothe
America Prosperity Foundation, whose chairman was David
Koch. These funds accounted for about 40 percent of the AFP Foun- :
dation’s ﬁmdihg that year, belying the notion that it was a genui_n’é g
tion. AFP, meanwhile, not only took a lead role

grassroots organiza 1
in organizing the Tea Party rebellion but also spearheaded anational
] poés_ible__ i

said.
Relations

drive to block action on climate change, aiming in every Way

to merge the two movements.

=

deceptive playbook that ad been developed by the public re qtons
firm }ﬁ%ﬁlmn on behalf of the tobacco companies in‘the
1960s, in order to fabricate uncertainty 3 ; jence liseiy
s cancer. As the firm’s memo had notoriously p oubt
is our product” Txsdd credibility to their side, the tobacco companies
funded a ne fficial-sounding institutes and smokers’rights . /|
groupss " strategy 500 Chamct_enzed- the 3I°bﬂlwarmmg al

S iement a0 TR ] S
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Tﬁere was in fact some uncertainty about global -
is about virtually every scientific hypothesis. P mba;::;hng’ s ther,

absolute certzinty, is the nature of the scientific method. father ¢h,,
James Baker, former head of the National Oceanic and ABTR s Dy

gim;:;mnon, sud u-lt 12;2:05, “There’s a better scientific mmmz:r
st on any issue oW t ma N %
e i ybm"“'“’“‘mhw
Nonetheless, in 1998, the American Petroleum Insmu
with several top oil industry executives and con hink
officials, colluded on a secret plan to m
press and the public about this growing scientific consensus. The
calkd for recruiting skeptical scientists and training them in behc

mmm ;

macvandccm:rtothemdu 33

- o ci z lobbnst fo: Exxonllobd who
bcm.me areqciseﬂt of the George C. Marshall Institute, a conservative
think tank in Virginia. O'Keefe continued to lobby for ExxonMobil
while heading the research center. Described by Newstweek as a “cen-
tral cog in the denial machine,” the think tank specialized in
ing conmaran SiTAc GerARs for dubious clients. Funded by the
Scsife, Otin, and Bradley Foundations, among others, it had begun
as z center for Cold War hawks vouching for Prestident Reagan’s “Star
‘l}s:'& missile shield, but expanded into debunking other scientific
ff:mz:g:s that could be construed as liberal or amic:)xpomt. Meaney
.:*-m threatened corporate interests, meanwhile, frequendy funded
Leading the charge against climate science were two elderdy,

ﬁ.’?‘&. 2. i ' atols i :
= w with the George C. Marshall Institute
2o Dac prevowsle defended the tobucco industry, B

el ST ' % Ficd Sete
: :w___;e: As Noomi Oreskes 3nd Exik C caway write f%ﬂn

s ; Freds b _:_‘_:EML physicists in their day, but

yeurs the press quorsd these men T

: . s experts. Whar they were In et

ope j_;wk_fcritm::__iam of unseen funding into “fighting
——— socording o Oreskes and Conwaw

=

Bur for e &
"b\ﬂ.._“LQ
5 TSy, Winning over public opinion wis.

T Y Sy As the o
ez ey
. mm downed, the general public

—

ngn, ho warned that “the environment is-

1‘:’:;1:; chuhhcans in g:nenl——ﬂnd Pmsxdcr;t Bush in
most vulnerable” To win, he argued,

ray themselves as “preserving and protecting’ the emmm

Tt :
i;: his confidential memo “Winning the GW{ e
which eventually leaked to the public, Luntz mcssed as his pum-

ber one pomt

“not raise economic .

about their inancial Tnterests was a recipe for losing. e
The key, he went on,wasmqusnonthcsmnce. lmmedm-_- i

continue to make the lack of scientific certainty a prmary issue in v
the debate,” headwsed.qolonaa.s‘mmbdmethavxs noconsen-
sus about & n'lobalwaxmmvmt}nnﬁyemmmmm “hesaid, e
regulanonsm\ﬂdbeforestaﬂcd Lang\ugemw he advised,

inchuded phrases like “we must not rush o judgment” and “we should

not commit Amernca o any international document that handcuf

us” Later, Luntz would m1mhmmdpﬁﬁdvﬁmnthztzlohi :
warming was a real peril. Butin the vicw of Michael Maon, whose
Qﬁmﬁm the target of climare change M;_. :

. ootz 2002 mem}‘-,cer\-ed as 2 virtual huntng license. “Tt Emwcnﬁr S
Yo iscredit the mmrsm s:mx;:s. } Gew

doesn't say engat. ge in character rwmamm but it wss }eanmg in
that direction.” 2 o e

On cue, organizatens funded and dmmcd b» thve Kochs m::'

into global warming science and the experts bch:mi i Thc Cato s

Tnstitute, the libertarian think tank that Chardes Koch kmmded pus A
out 3 steady stream of reports like

Aboss Glodad Harmsing A\ “ﬁnm GoRKech {hmmb&
Foundation, slng with funds from Exxoadobil and the America

study
Petroleam wmk@tdguvatxwwm
Do mz*httt dmuwmmm:hcmmng-
AL it

bate; MMMW w&m@iw

that opponents of carbon regulations Q_HMM_ -
first.” In other words, ttllmzﬁhetm:h S

ronshae Naw Sciemee, Egmemi - __
and Encironmensaion and Cimaer o S B Wy BB R Werey .\
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cism from experts in the field like the National Wildlife Fe d :
emtion,

which predicted that by 2050 two-thirds of the polar bear o
Populs-

tion would disappear because their habitat was melting. Nonett,
the f{)u(‘lu::ions of the oil-financed study were echoed th rought eless,
than there have ever been, rane, the head of Cato, insistedo };Y
argued that “global warming theories just give the government 1;;0 e
control of the economy.” e

It was the authors of the revisionist polar bear study who élso téok ;
£ the first shots at Michael Mann'’s iconic hockey stick study,

one o
publishing 2 takedown in 2003. The credentials of the critics, Sal-

lie Baliunas and Wei-Hock “Wi illie” Soon, looked impressive. Soon
was identified as a scientist at the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for
Astrophysics. But it later emerged that he had a doctoral degree in
aerospace engineering, not climate science, and had only a part-time,
unpaid affiliation with the Smithsonian Institution. Without disclos-
ing it, he had accepted more than $1.2 million from the fossil fuel
industry from 2005 to 2015, including at least $230,000 from the
Chardes G. Koch Charitable Foundation. It was later revealed that

some of the payments for his papers were marked as “deliverables” by

the fossil fuel companies.

Soon’s attack on Mann was so controversial that the editor and
several other staffers sympathetic to Mann resigned in protest against
Climate Research, the small journal that published it. Yet from that
moment on, Mann, who was at the time an assistant professor in the
Department of Environmental Sciences at the University of Vi.rginia,
had a target on his back. -

_._As the scientific consensus grew in support of global warming,
the ?ndus‘try’s efforts to fight it became increasingly aggressive. The
presidential candidacy of the environmental activist Al Gore in 2000
posed an obvi'ou.s threat to the fossil fuel industry. That election C}’.de!
Koc‘h Industries and its employees disbursed over $800,000 in support
of‘ l'u,s opponent G'ecrgc W. Bush and other Republicans. Koch Indus-
t_r::sngl(;li-lltzcal action corvf}mittec was spending more on federal cam-
% IE com;r; :rzf other m’l and gas company, including ExxonMobil.

ys expenditures on Washington lobbying.. expanded

more than twenty-f ——
DIF-taan tweaty old from 2004 to 200 reaching $20 million. The
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Kochs' corporate self-interest had by then thdf_o:_.l_g_lzly tnnnpedthmr ;
uthful disdain for engaging in conventional politics. & e
Political contributions from oil, gas, and coal cqmpanies became
increasingly polarized during this period. In 1990, the oil and gas

industry’s political giving was skewed 60 percent in favor of Republi-

cans and 40 percent 1
years, 80 pe{Eﬁgﬁﬂl&W‘Mﬁcjﬂs; Giv-
ing from coal-mining firms was even more lopsided, wit 90 percent
going t0 Republicans, according to the Center for Responsive Politics.
The investment soon paid off. As the Harvard political scien- |
study of climate change denial, the -

tist Theda Skocpol writes in @
Republican Par i v in the W'

sharply to the right on climate issues. Partisan differences remained
<mall among the gmt grew into a gaping s g

elected officials. I il
Conservative opponents of carbon regulations, like James Inhofe,
a Republican senator from Oklahoma who received serial campaign
donations from Koch Industries PAC, turned the rhetoric up ©
a boiling point. Global warming, he prociaimed, was “the greatest
hoax ever perpetrated on the American people.” Inhofe’s spokesman,
Marc Morano, had a reputation as a professional “pit bull,” asMann
later put it, derived from his earlicr role promoting the claims of the
Swift Boat Veterans for Truth, a group that had smeared John Kerry's
military record during his 2004 presidential campaign. At the time,
Morano was working for 2 conservative news outlet that was funded
in part by the Scaife, Bradley, and Olin Foundations. i
- By 2006, Morano had moved on to “swiftboating” scientists.
“You've got to name names and you've got to go after individuals,”
he explained in an interview with the documentary filmmaker Rob-
ert Kenner. He seemed to relish making political disagreements
personal, taunting and inflaming oppon '
showdowns. Morano denounced James Hansen as a “wanna ;
bomber” and Mann as 2 “harlatan.” He said of the ;capégoating, “Wc.’" e
had 4 lot of A with it:™ (o2 ke L Mo
Morano charged that Mann was part of what he called “the:
» which he descri
laws an

mate con,’
that is lobbying for
proclaim it’s worse:.t?la L
no’s background WA in Eo i

d uses every bit of data or new study'to -
1 we thought’ or ‘we must act now.”” Mora-
tical science, which he studied at George - A

. favor of Democrats. By the middie of the Bush -

ents with a grin in televised
bc'__Unar i

bed as “a lavishly funded climate machine




Mason University, not climate science. “I'm not a scientist 1,
one on TV,” he joked. Nonetheless, he asserted authoritag;
“man-made global warming fears are a grand political narr
science.” :

vely that
ative, noy

The George W. Bush years, meanwhile, préved a boﬁﬁnm F';’rlt-h 5
e

fossil fuel industry, which had thrown its weight behind his election
The coal industry in particular had played a major role in delivnrin'
West Virginia's five electoral votes to Bush in 2000, sealing a vico g
that would have gone to Al Gore had he carried the formerly Demg
cratic state instead. “State political veterans and top White Howe
staffers concur that it was basically a coal-fired victory,” The Waiy Street
Journal wrote. The industry was lavishly rewarded. Vice President

Dick Cheney, a former CEO of the oil-field equipment and services -

company Halliburton, personally took charge of energy policy. Bush
had vowed during the campaign to act on climate change by lirniting
greenhouse gas emissions, but once in office Cheney countermanded
him. In what Cheney’s biographer Barton Gellman describes as 3
“case study in managing an errant boss,” Cheney shifted the admin-
istration’s position to arguing that the science on global warming was
“inconclusive,” requiring “more scientific inquiry.”

The 2005 energy bill, which Hillary Clinton dubbed at the time

the “Dick Cheney Lobbyist Energy Bill,” offered enormous subsidies
and tax breaks for fossil-fuel-intensive companies. The Bush adminis-

tration weakened regulations, for instance, on coal-fired power plants. -

Taking a position that was eventually overturned by the courts, it
exempted mercury emissions from regulation under the Clean Air
Agct, reversing the position taken by the Clinton administration.
E:mck}ng gat a boost woo. Cheney used his influence to exempt it
from regulation under the Safe Drinking Water Act, over objections
from d:'e Efﬂmnmeﬂml Protection Agency: The fracking industry
I;noom;:u. W v:b;‘n ﬁ::e vears, Devon Energy, Larry Nichols's compan;‘,
would meakas the tourth-largest producer of natural gas in the United
Sares. Harold Hamm would become & mul :

EATiCT wbillionaire. Chenev's for-
mex company Halkburmon also became 2 S ch e 3
mg mcusary, lustrarting: that fee—pugd JOor p ‘3'-‘1:; e frack-
Tom government Syors. advocates greatly benefited

ﬂrm__ - % .
5;‘1_;' <t Contamed some $6 billion in oil
7 tibon 1= opal

subsidias. Kocks roating
s3] Emmmmo-ﬂ-

(=

ut | Play'
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SRS full advantage of

: d subsidies, but records sho o full aoven lge d

lﬂW ilable to the oil, ethanol, and .

jal ta ich they were

e business, AMONg other areas of commerec] 'Q‘E.-I—Ch o Ay
pipeline fFcir Tobbyists fought hard to protect these

many Cascs, _ SRRy
125 c;lr; T::lt:ﬁtioi: their companies benefited from nearly $100 mil-
rks. < ’

o by Media Matters, a liberal watchdog group- S ;
Stud{y;cn_B <k Obama took office, the fossil fuel indue_;try was_faot e,

ly eager toa;?@merks but also more militant in its opposit;op--
onc)l’. mfte change science than ever. Skocpol notes that 2007 had beep_ -
tﬂ'tu;ninlg point. in the fight. That year, Al Gore was awardet'i br:)th_ T
2 Nobel Peace Prize and featured in an Academy Amrd_—wmr..m%f-
documentary film, A7 TInconvenient Truth. Thc’ ﬁlfn fcatured Mann's
hockey stick graph. Gore’s accialm.andlManns mngﬂe chart'hglged :
caise concern about global warming to a new peak, with 41 percent of A
the American public saying it worried them “a greatdeal.” =

«A¢ this critical juncture—when Americans in general might
have been persuaded of the urgency of dealing with global warming,” .
Skocpol notes, opponents fought back with new vigor. The whole
media

envisioned decades earlier, including the entire conserva ! G
sphere; was enlisted in the Aight. Foxr Television and conservanve talk
radio hosts gave saturation coverage to the issue, portraying climate -
scientists as swindlers pushing a radical, partisan, and anti-American
agenda. Allied think tanks pumped out books and position papers,
whose authors testified in Congress and appeared on a whirhwind tour
of talk shows. “Climate denial got disseminated deliberately 'a:id-'_:_:ap-é SR
idly from think tank tomes to the daily media fare of about thirty o
forty percent of the U.S. populace,” Skocpol estimates. s
Climate contrarians also recruited conservative evangelical Chris-
tian leaders, who distrusted government in general and had impres- /
sive political and communications clout. One by-product of this pact:
was an organization in the Washington suburbs called the Cornwall
Alliance, which released a hit film in evangelical circles called Rewsi= - :

ing the Green Dragon that equated environmentalisny Wit worship of

a false god Tedescribed global warming as “one of the greatest decep=
tions-ofour day.” Climate change became such a hot-butten issue. ﬁn- 35
Christian fundamentalists that Rich ard Cizik.,'a vice president ofﬂm
National Association of Emugdﬂi& who was mamda'edamm;gfhg i




 two huge threats to the fossil fuel industry, and he doubted the indus-
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most powcrful Jeaders in the movement, was forced to resjon :
2008 after publicly endorsing climate change science. 18N In lage

- Before long, public opinion polls showed that concern ab ;
mate change among all but hard-core liberals had collapsed ‘;:; ch~.
2008 presidential campaign played out, thw
polarized. Just before the election, with the economy in tumults}n[};,ly
McCain, the Republican presidential candidate, reiterated th;tohn :
climate problem was real. He also said that green jobs would lead :he
way to economic recovery. But his choice of Sarah Palin as his rur: :
ning mate, one of whose mantras was “Drill, Baby, Drill,” indicated
just how influential the voice of climate extremism was becomin
within the Republican Party. 8

. As Obama took office, America derived over 85 pcrceht of its
and coal. The business was enormous, with

total energy from oil, gas,

profits and influence to match.
Conventional wisdom nonetheless held that Obama’s election

portended well for environmentalists. Mann, too, was optimistic
y - ;
but he worried about what he regarded as 2 “troubling complacency”
among his colleagues. He knew that the Obama administration posed '

try would just roll over. The first threat was Obama’s Environmental
Protection Agcncwﬁ&w‘;hc%d@gj@tmg& announced
¢hat she intended to treat greenhouse gas emissions as hazard I-
futants, regulating them for the first time under the Clean Aigiﬁolt\'
was an authority that the Supreme Court had upheld in 2007. But no .
previous administration had tried to take on the industry so frontally.
The second was the Democrats’ plan to introduce the long-incubating
cap-and-trade bill to limit greenhousc gas emissions.

Even before Obama was inaugurated, Americans for Prosperity
had I?tfgﬂﬂ taking aim at the cap-and-trade idea, circulating a pledge
requiring c]cct_c:l officials to oppose new spending to ﬁgl::t climate
change. Koch Industrics, meanwhile, began lobbying against govern-
S mandates to reduce carbon emissions. Then, soon after Obama
:w;aﬁ{;.n:;ugumw(], an odd television ad popped u;; :m.mnd the coun=
t'r:n 8;; ‘:;’T;“:}i::::ﬁz],{ :?f f rl'nc!ﬂi:l:lgu. 'Wl1i]c most Americans were
the Obama "‘d”‘iﬂ”*lfﬁt‘ir:i ‘;:;‘;r::r;;:;:]f:mwr that was prcoccupying

few months, out of nowhere,

_ I 215 DARK MONEY

it scemed, was 2 discordant television spot about 2 spdile&'sl.é'ckef .
samed Carlton. : e e R
“Hey there,” said 2 Jouche-looking young man, plucking 'aw:ijr. ata
plate of canapés.'“l’m Carlton, the wealthy eco-hypocrite. I inherited
my moncy and attended fancy schools. 1 own three homes and five o
k with my rich friends about saving the planet.

cars, but always tal
And I want Congress to spend billions on programs in the name of _

global warming and green energy, even if it causes massive unemploy-
ment, higher energy bills, and digs people like you even deeperinto
the recession. Who knows? Maybe I'll even make money off of e
«Carlton” was, in fact, the creation of Americans for. Prosperity,
the nonprofit “social welfare” group founded and heavily funded by
David Koch, who of course had inherited hundreds of millions of dol-
Jars, attended Deerfield Academy, owned four homes (a ski lodge in
a Belle Epoque mansion, Villa el Sarmiento, in Palm Beach;
beach house in the Hamptons; and an eighteen-room
Manhattan), and drove, among other

Aspen;
a sprawling
duplex at 740 Park Avenue in

cars, a Land Rover and a Ferrari.- i
By creating “Carlton” as a decoy, the Kochs and their allies -
hat government action on '

evidently hoped to convince the public t

climate change posed a threat to “peop ike you” or ordinary Ameri-
cans’ pocketbooks. But it of course posed g/far greater threat to their
own. With ownership of refineries, pipejfhes idiary (the -
C. Reiss Coal Company), coal-fired pow plante, fertilizer, petro-
leum coke manufacturing, timber, and leases on over 2 million acres
of untapped Canadian oil sands, Koch Industries alone ‘routinely
released some 300 million tons of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere

a year. Any financial penalty that the government placed on carbon
pollution would threaten both their immediate profit margins and -
the long-term value of the cnormous investments they had in still- -

untapped fossil fuel reserves.
The Kochs themselves gaid 1

Changc o thc time.. S 2 LT 2 SRR R R
But in one interview, David Koch suggested that if real, it would
prove a boor: «“I'he Earth will be able to support enormously more.

¢ a far grr:u'mr land area will be available to pro e
food," he arg'ued._ Charles’ ,thmk“’g was: reflected in the compaz.
% in=houst nﬂwslcttcr,'w!uc_h

i featured an article titled “Blowing.
ny's i _ : ;
y , such unproven or

ittle about: their views on climate

people becaus

false claims promoted 2"t asked.




~ Mother Nature, let’s figure out how to get along with her ¢l a2
advised. A similar line was subtly argued in the David H. Koc}, Hall

-_wh_ e ot &
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Rather than fighting global warming, the newsletter g,

; e Bested,
mankind would be better off adapting to it. “Since we cant <ontro]

of Human Origins at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natury]
History in Washington, which opened in March 2010. The megg
of the exhibition, funded by his fortune, was that the human race
evolved for the better in response to previous environmenta] chal-

lenges and would adapt in the face of climate change, too. An interac- -

tive game suggested that if the climate on earth became intolerable,
people might build “underground cities” and develop “short, compact
bodies” or “curved spines” so that “moving around in tight spaces wi]]
be no problem.” ' : ;
Soon the climate issue was creeping into Tea Party rallies, too,
As protesters erupted in generalized rage in the spring and summer
of 2009, Americans for Prosperity, FreedomWorks, and the other
secretly funded Tea Party groups succeeded to a remarkable extent jn
channeling the populist anger into the climate fight. At the first big
“Tax Day” Tea Party rallies on April 15, 2009, while most protesters
were flaying Obama’s bank bailouts and stimulus plan, the staff of
Americans for Prosperity handed out free T-shirts and signs protest-
ing what would ordinarily seem to be an arcane issue for most people

in the streets, the cap-and-trade bill. “The Obama budget proposes

the largest excise tax in history,” the advocacy group’s talking points
stressed. ;

To dramatize the issue, offshoots of Americans for Prosperity
sent “Carbon Cops,” who pranced into Tea Party rallies pretending
to be overreaching emissaries from
barbecues, churches, and lawn mowers were about to be shut down
because of new, stricter interpretations of the Clean Air Act. The
advocacy group a

lso launched what it called the Cost of Hot Air Tour
to mock the cap-and-trade proposal. It featured a seventy-foot-tall
hnghf red hot-air balloon on whose side was emblazoned a
reducing the argument against the cap-and

~trade proposal to six scar
words. Cap and trade, it said, means “h; prop y
dom.” Americans for p

: gher taxes, lost jobs, less free-

Tosperity sent the balloon to ;
2009 that the groun’s orec 1. . - fido 80 many states in
maore hot- e president, Tipm Ph‘“’i’s, later admitted, “I rode

=and-a-half period than I ever want
r hﬁ.ﬂﬂrjns_” ;

slogan

:a-ir balloons in that yea
#an, L do not Jike hot-aj

anges,"' it i

a'ge' ;
had -

the EPA, warning that backyard

The public campaign was accqmpa'nicd: by a c_ia_;kcr.;dvcrt one.
iello, a freshman Democratic r:t':lngrcssma_r% -f’rm:n'- Cha.r-

Tom I.)crﬂ(;/ir’ inia, who favored thé cap-and*tradc-.-bzll,'d;gcoycred_
10“3?\:11113 ; gutflmcl“ of 2009 when constituents started bombarding. 2

ﬂ}‘is 2 “:ith angry missives. Reams of faxes arrived from voters,
hikufee esenting local chapters of ordinarily supportive liberal
g TE:: the NAACP and the American Association of University -
e Under official letterheads, they argued passionately that the - -
zzfof‘;ir:l;trade legislation would raise clcctri; bills, hur.l_:i_ng l.:hcjp(‘mr; s
]33;}; an cffort by the congressman'’s staff to reach the angry constitu-

nts revealed that the letters were forgeries, sent on behalf of a coal
.

industry trade group by Bonner and Associates, a Washingt?n.'-ltsgslcél_ : G

i tions firm. e R i S
Publ;fz::‘athe_fraud was exposed, the firm fired an tf.mplqycc.-Bqt itk
wasn’t an isolated incident. Perriello, like many other elected '_°fﬁ9i“1§-
that summer, also found himself heckled du;ing-_town ha?l me_et'mgs;:
One such heckler called him a “traitor” for supporting the cap'-ar}d- e
trade bill, while another videotaped the showdown.._L:_t_tcr- one of
the disruptive members of the audience admitted to the investiga- :
tive reporter Lee Fang that he had been put up to it by the Virginia =
director of Americans for Prosperity. Similar outbursts took place all -
over the country that summer. Mike Castle, 2 moderate Republican:
congressman from Delaware, was accosted by voters demanding to-
know how he could even considcr.voting for such a “hoax,” accord-
ing to Eric Pooley’s account in Te Climate War. The U.S. Chamber
of Commerce, the American Petroleum Institute, and other industry .
representatives, it turned out, had created a “grassroots” group called
Energy Citizens that joined Tea Party orga ;

nizations in packing the
town halls with protesters. Al

Fanning the flames were the right-wing radio hosts, “It’s notabour
saving the planet,” Rush Limbaugh told his audience. “It’s not about
anything, folks, other than raising taxes and redistributing wealth.” i
Glenn Beck warned listeners it would lead to water rationing, “This ~
is about controlling every part of your life, even t&king_ a shower!”
Torquing up the fear, Rﬂpublfcsn§ in Congress qunfc&;ffr_im_-a :s'ﬁ_jdj_/_-
by the Heritage Foundation that predieted it would add thousands.

 of dollars to Americans’ energy bills and lead to devastating unem= -

loyment, The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office put out an Sk
f: t{wri rative study contradicting this, demonstrating that the average
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day. But John Bochner, the Republican minority leader in
dismissed the real numbers, suggesting anyone who belieyeq
could “go ask the unicorns.” €d them

Despite the inflammatory atmosphere, the House passed  |; o
- bil] g

cap and trade carbon dioxide emissions on June 26, 2009, The prq
wasn’t pretty. It took an extraordinary push from its sponsorsp Cc;ﬁs
gressmen Henry Waxman of California and Ed Markey of Mﬂs’smhr

~ setts, and an epic amount of horse-trading between environmentaligy,
' s

and the affected industries. Many environmentalists thought the fing|

product was 50 flawed that it wasn't worth the trouble, But for those :
 Jooking for Congress to reach the kind of moderate compromises

Obama had been elected to deliver, it was a first step,

Rather than causing elation, though, the victory was clouded by
trepidation, Supporters, particularly Democrats from conservatiye,
fossil-fuel-heavy states like Perriello and Rick Boucher of Virginia,
feared there would be a steep price to pay, As the threat to the indus-
try grew, so would its determination to stop them, :

That fall, television ads began appearing in states like Montana,
where the Demacratic senator Max Baucus was already under attack
from members of the Koch network on the health-care issue, “There
is no scientific evidence that CO, is a pollutant, In fact higher CO,
levels than we have today would help the Earth's ecosystems,” the
ads said, urging viewers to tell Baucus not to vote for the cap-and-

trade bill, which would “cost us jobs,” 'he sponsor for the ad was a _'

g”"fﬂ ;;:ug'mu{:;IIy called CO, 1s Green, Quietly I'umling i, fit:{:ﬂr(”i]j{
0 Breven Mufson, the encrgy reporter for 'The Washinglon Pest, wis
Corbin Robertson, owner of the country’s largest private cache of
cval,
. I, 3 . . ' L

: Vohwerison's _iiﬂ;g:{jumj,s wepe dewectgble behind another anty
f- p; -:_ . i i -4 il - b, o i ’ f.d (4

ifng_u changg i gronp, o, the Coalition for Responsible egu-
bation, ;% B 4 Clma's VA 1onk steps 10 regilate preenhinmse
gasis . Hue gire TS R . " ; Ry
;_(’4.1-,1 by Hh ]J.rLWrHJ.,.iy .lmhmwu gumi; Jf,;,,;.-_ Iu“g] IR RTYT IRy &‘ml: ilf ;f lw

prianfe prvvatec canaits supfaced baer, yeveling how it swecessfully

. 9 st Ty £ g
:}f‘f’:z:“{;:ﬂh ,iﬁl”:_u?l_'“_‘”_w u_; joriny W Dwweniit, desgiire the s
e s s bk s i anebes ghosbond wroningg poseed # resl
}Iﬂhw:t wand that e VB it Iimhfii{w ars h’ii]:‘.‘i-' ":fr:il i'!ﬂ!' “nj}-‘-'.
TS I Tt it of hiis Eftipany ni:j':q:mwf i.u .li..m I:ﬂjurr; in.r:ur.
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cost to Americans would be the same as buying a posta

porating the organization. But its address .n.n_d its top officers were the i :
tame a5 those of Robertson’s company, (l‘“?ltf‘“a'_ e e
Following hard on the summer’s raucous Tea Party profests, thu‘ag:;
ot uglier in Washington as well. As Obama addressed a joint session
2 Congress laying out his hcnlth—c;{rc proposal in -Sﬂp@mber. 20.(_}9,
his speech was interrupted by Joe Wilson, it-Rﬂpublicﬂll congressman
from South Carolina, shouting, “You lic!” from the wcll- of the House.
Congress rebuked Wilson for his extraordinary breach of decorum,
but within a month, climate skeptics were echoing Wilson's belliger-
ence, One posted a report titled “UN Climate Reports; Fhey Lie!” g

The opposition grew as the Obama administration got ready o
head to Copenhagen in December 2009 for its first international cli-
mate summit, World Jeaders expected the United Srates would finally
commit to serious reform, Previously, the United States had declined
to join other developed nations in agreeing to limit greenhouse gas
emissions under the Kyoto Protocol, Given Obama’s position, tims -
seemed to be running out for the fossil fuel forces and their free- -
market allies, Then, on November 17, 2009, an ANORYIMOUS L0/
menter on 4 eontrarian Web site declared, “A miracle has happened,”

With lethal timing, an unidentified saboteur had hacked expertly
into the University of Vast Anglia's Web site and uploaded tHhousands
of internal e-mails detailing the private communications of the scien
st working in its famed Climatie Research Unit, "Uhe elimatologists
at the Brivish university had been in constant eonpminieation with
those in America, and now all of their ungnarded professional doubts,
alomgg with their ungusrded and sometimes contempLuns asides ahout
thir opponents, stresching a1l the wiy back to 1996, were visible for
the entire world o read, s R

Chris Homer, w conservative imate contrarian working at the.
Comperitive Fnterprise Institute, another pro-eorporte think ik
sulbsiddizad Ty oi) and other fosil fuel firtyes, including the Boehs',
dechared, " g blue dhyess ooment migy histve ilﬁ”f'r'#!-f.-” I inntesd obi
using Muorien Lawinsly's ellrsalee gapmment 1o Tmpeich il Clintm,
ey winied wee: this words ol thhe worled's Il g elimits selantivty 1
change hovenent. If wilited down i ikl

impeach the dimate ¢ A sy i
sehinges conld e e o appeir 0 sl

ok of conterly {hieiF &
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2 willingriess to falsify data in order to buttress the ides '
warming was real. : T that giokag

Dubbing the alleged scandal Climategate ‘
drive. The web of organizations, funded in gg,t;;:i ‘;@E fﬂff: ey
osi the hacked e-mails. Cato scholars were pgrtk;u[af;c rpounced
promoting the story. In the two weeks after the emn?:fm b
fic, one Cato scholar alone gave more than twenty medga :m ¥ Em‘? :
trumpeting the alleged scandal. The story soon spread from (}E:_"‘fm _
sfanted venues to the pages of The New York Times and The W;zg&
tom Post, adding mainstream credence. Tim Phillips, the pfc;idin:g‘
Americans for Prosperity, jumped on the hacked e-mails, d;\%db;:f
them to a gathering of conservative bloggers at the Heritage medj
tion s “a crucial tipping point” and adding, “If we win the science
argument, ] think it's game, set, and match for them.”

Eventually, scven independent inquiries exonerated the ciimafc
scientists, finding nothing in the e-mails to discredit their work or
the larger consensus on global warming. In the meantime, though,
Michael Mann's life, along with the environmental movement, was
plunged into turmoil. e

Mann was among the scientists most roiled by the mysteriots
hacking incident. Four words in the purloined e-mails were seized
upon as evidence that he was 4 fraud. In describing his research, his
colleagues had praised his use of 2 “trick” that had helped him “hide
the decline” Mann’s detractors leaped to the conclusion that these
words proved that his research was just a “trick” to fool the public
and that he had deliberately hidden an actual “decline” in twentieth-
century temperatures in order to fake evidence of global warming.
 The facts, when fully understood, were very different. It was a
British colleague, not Mann, who had written the ostensibly damning

~ words, and when examined in context, they were utterly mundane.

© The “rick” referred to was just a clever technique Mann had devised

_in order to provide a backup data set. The “decline” in question Was
areferencetoa decline in available information from certain kinds of
tree rings after 1961, which had made it hard to have a consistent set, 3
of data. Another scientist, not Mann, had found an alternative source )
of d“at‘a to compensate for this problem, which was what was meant
.l:})‘fe :.licailiv izctl;lz’;w The onlglf genuinely r{egativc disclosure from -
ool fann and the other climatologists had.agre'cd _

g elves to withhold, rather than share, their research with

Z# 85 de L VLR

some of e critien, whom they disganaged. (rven the baresment
sy had beems wibjected 1, eheir reasoniiny was understandabie, bet
o viokaed the cuiatonary (ATSPATERCY ccted within the siestifie.
comneunity. Cother than that, the “Clissategate’ waedal wis, b sthier
words, not one. : B i Pt M
It took no time, nevestheless, for the hacked e-seails st 4
witch hunt. Within days, Inhefe and other Repribficans in Con
gress who Were recipients of Koch campaign demations WM A
iestigation 1010 Mann. They sent threatening letters to Perin State,
where be was by then 4 tenured professor. 1.ates, Vieginias atrorney
general, Ken Cuccinelli, a graduate o the George Mason Schioot of
Law, would also subpoeria Mann's former employer, the University of
Virginia, demanding all records relating o his decade-old academic
research, regardless of libertarians’ professed concesns about govern-
ment intrusion. Eventually, Virginia's Supreme Const dismissed its :
own attorney general’s case “with prejudice,” finding he had misread :
the law. i
By New Year's Eve 2009, Manni was feeling under attack froms all
sides. Conservative talk radio hosts Jambasted him regularly. Con-
crarian Web sites were it up with blog posts detailing his iniquity,
A self-described former CIA officer contacted colleagues in Mann's
department offering 2 $10,000 reward to any who would provide dirt
on him, “confidentiality assured” Soon after, Mann asserts, a think
tank called the National Center for Public Policy Research led a cam-
paign to get Mann's National Science Foundation grants revoked. As
Mann recounts in his book The Hockey Stick and the Climate Wars, two
conservative nonprofit law firms, the Southeastern Legal Foundation
and the Landmark Legal Foundation, brought legal actions aimed at
him. The think tank and the two law firms were funded by comb';_na-r'_'{-'_
tions of the same small constellation of family fortunes-throug_h their
private charitable foundations. Omnipresent were Bradley, Olin, and

Scaife. - _ e Sl
Charles Koch's foundation also was engaged in piling on. It helped
subsidize the Landmark Legal Foundation. The: Kochs_bkide_::_zdy’_ S
admired Landmark’s president, Mark Levin, a lgngtime.as_sociate::of e
the former attorney general Edwin Meese 111. In 2010, Americans
Levin to promote it on his nariojiaﬂy_syndica_ted G

for Prosperity hired Levint 1 £ P
T chereby cOPYIn8 the deal Wor : :
ol Edl-(:hs?:;:m BengLevin; was a curious choice ofspokcsmzm DE o
struck with G T SR

that. Fmgdom_Wofks_" had. e




even rude. He later called Kenneth Vogel, the 2,

Commotraealtt's financial support carnie through DoniorsTrust and
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the buttoned-down, erudite Koch brothers. His styi‘z-, Was incendiye,
_ " litico tepeger o1
broke the news of the deal with Americans for Pros perity, whi
: g :
S.0.B” and told a female caller, “1 don’t know why your hirg
doesn'’t put a gun to his temple. Get the Hell out of here!” 1i a‘tt nd.
on Obamna's policies were similarly heated, particularly regaﬁlin acjﬁ
mate change. He said Manti “and the other advocates of m&n«-i :(;;
global warming did not “know }n.rw_f to coniduict a correct Staﬁ Wrin
analysis” and accused “enviro-statists” of inventing global Wattning in '
order to justify a tyrannical government takeover. Their “pugsiiiy ” b
claimed, “after all, is power, ot truth.” Pl
An especially grave attack on Mann's livelihood was launchey,
meanwhile, by yet another group, the Commorrwenlth anm}at?m: -
for Public Volicy Alternatives in Harrisburg, Pennsylvatia,''he seff.
described think tank belotiged to a national web of similar conger.
vative organizations knows 4s the State Policy Network, Much of

& Y .
4 V!tkjﬂs

Donors Capital Fund, making, it impossible to identify the individiag
backers, Pt beeause it was based in Scaife’s home state, Commmon-
wealth had particularly deep ties 10 bis farmily foundations, Michad

Cileb, the chair of Commonwealth's board of directors, vas also the
president of the Sarah Beaife Youndation and treasurer of Beaife's
Carthage Voundation and a trustee of both, 'I'his arrangement gave

Commonweath unusual clout, particularly over Vennsylyania's stats '
legislature,

"The Pennsybyania think vank waged a campaign 1o get Mann fired
and successfully lobbied Republican allies in the legislature to threaten
1 v_vif-h}mhi Penn Staees funding until the university took “appropriate
action” against Mann, With the public university’s finances helel hos-
tag h, agreed 1o bnvestigate Mann, Meanwhile, the think tank ran 2.
campargn of attack ads against him in the universi ty's daily newspaper,
as well us helping 0 organize an anti-Mann campus protest,

W4 S Y

”11 ;4» mn;.s-] racking to be under that pressure at Penn State]
m.a i d-ﬂ_”r s were these nebulous accusations hased on stolen
e-muils, Ordinarily, it would have Jye ;

b Sy s e T 5 en elear there were no grounds
ﬁ”’t', wm;iﬁ‘”fi. Bl'_"_?l' wias promoted by the Commonwealth Foun-
ﬂd T::tfh,' : ?]hfl'mal";‘ alm:‘fst: haye a stranglehold on Republicans in
w state legisiature, L knew | had done nothip W 3 :
i T hm)g‘ing o ” #% wrong, but there wis
= e Lhere was so much political
( politica
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cawiﬂ the reantifme, death threats began appeariog in Mann's -

_«f yried to shield iy family as ""Eh_ » ! “"’F""*‘_ fm fzg;kﬁuf
b”‘m . snpossible when one day he opened & stspictousiox g
this becarme IIPORER by tos have # release 4 clowd of white pow-
fetter without thinkirig, 01 ; alled the campus police,
fer into his of fice, Vearing ffﬁi"_fﬂx; hie oy f" o L i’l' ':ﬁ'. i
i‘{mm the FBI :_;mdmr:tiﬂe-_;d tis office bchrmi. -ﬁﬂfﬂﬂ ?Wff!;iﬂﬁﬁ :
the whole department, The WMdf:: resrsied out h’:bﬂ i?rrn 4‘3. it
Manp recalls, “it was 4 spectacle, 1‘_}*‘” €. Was 4 }’f"-”-"* Wf‘{.t-_t’ﬂ‘ei "h@ .
fottine nummber for the cif’:ef'fi pedice o o fmigr;r in case: sy 'vr:ffﬁ_ .
wao arrything unusual. It felt fike there was 4 very calibrated ca ﬂ:pwi%ﬁ 5
of vilification to the exteit whete the crazies might gr;_afm L

It was particularly disturbing, 1o Mann that -ﬂire-re: Wﬂftﬂ-_-'!{!_-' ;
be overlap betvieen fard-core elimate change deniers and "mmsd :
Amendment enthusiasts, whipped ugp, fie catne 1o believe, by “cynical
special insterests” Mann says, “Vhe disaffected, the pesple whi !fﬂm:
trouble putting dinner on the table, were being misled into believ-
ing that action on chimate change meant that “Ihey’ want to tike
woray your freedom and probably your guns, too, There was a very
skillful eampaign to indocteinate them,” hie said, “Welve scen Second
Amendment enthusiasts tale action against shortion doctors, There’s
an attemnpt to paint us as villains in the same Wy R

Fe was not alone in receiving death threats, Several climawlos
gists, he said, ineluding Phil Jones, director of the hacked Clisnatic
Researeh Unitin Great Britain, felt compelled to hire personal body-
guards, “Luckily) Mann relates, both the Penn State investigations=
which the legislature required to be done 4 second time in greater
depth=-and another one by the inspector general of the Narional S¢i~
ence Poundation, essentially the highest scientific body in the United
States, exonerated Manpn, “It lasted two years, It came out well, But
two years is a long time,” he says, [ never imagined I'd be at the center
of some contentious debate, 1t's not why you study what I did, What
worries me,” he adds, “is that this circus-like atmosphere may have
seared off many young scientists, It actually has a chilling effect. Tt
prevents scientists from participating in the public discourse, becau
they fear they, or their department head, w_ilf-.f-;c__{h(f-’!u’_ﬂ_"ff- i

By the time Mann's scientific research was upheld, underscoring

his integrity as well as the genuine danger posed by -’T-{‘-ﬂ:'_m shagre
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hardly mattered. By then, the percentage of Americans wh 1,
the world was warming had dropped a precipitous fourteen POINts freyy,
2008. Almost half of those polled by Gallup in 2010—4g Mot
believed that fears of global warming were “gencrally CHaggerateqs
the highest numbers since the polling firm first posed the queitis’
more than a decade before. Watching from afar, Mann could see ng
cause for the United States to move in the opposite direction from
science other than money. “In the scientific community, the de B
of confidence in climate change is rising,” he said. “In the public, i,
cither steady or falling. There’s a divergence. That wedge is whyt the
industry has bought.”

clicvcd' :

Although the cap-and-trade bill moved to the Senate, it g
already dead. At first, Lindsey Graham, the independent-mindeg
Republican from South Carolina, took a courageous leadership role -
in the fight, offering to co-sponsor the legislation with the Democra
John Kerry and the Independent Joe Lieberman after declaring, to the _'
surprise and delight of environmentalists, “I have come to conclude
that greenhouse gases and carbon pollution” are “not a good thing”:

Graham, however, feared pressure from his right flank. He
warned the Democrats that they had to move fast, before Fox News
caught wind of the process. As he feared, in April 2010, Fox News -
attacked him for backing a “gas tax” A vitriolic Tea Party activist
immediately held a press conference in his home state denouncing
him as “gay,” and a political front group called American Solutions

launched a negative campaign against him for his climate stance in
South Carolina. American Solutions,

it later turned out, was funded
by huge fossil fuel and other corporate interests, many of whom were-
in the Koch fold. Among them were Larry Nichols of Devon Energy,
of Hubbard Broadcasting, and
Las Vegas Sands Corporation.

Dick Farmer of Cintas, Stan Hubbard
Sheldon Adelson, chairman of the

Within d_ays of the drubbing, Graham withdrew fro
Harry Reid, the Democratic majority leader from Nevada, dealt the
:‘:; t;’ ‘Ee CaP'anf1~tradc bill. Facing a tough reelection himself
refused af:er a{‘}i’;"}::r:tmlg{ Democrats walk the plank for the bill, he
Rt o i ac] ed -out to bring the legislation to the Senate

m the process.

0 ! ;
pponents of climate change reform got their wish. “Gridlock
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is the

14 . e 3 L . P
. rca:y:;’r‘n;ing; We're the negative force. Wc ok o) Eryingtﬂ
we're cha S SAEE A

stop stuff.”

ed why the climate legislation failed, Al Gore told The New
Gl jIri:m;\ “T'he influence of special interests is “"’:"‘" e
T FY::h;alth; level. 1t's at a point,” he said,"‘whe_:rc S S
T assible for participants in the current political system to enact
Ly 1r_npff;-‘::am change without first seeking “_‘”d gaining permission-
;;_nyms !f;l: largest commercial interests who are most afft‘&fﬁd, b'.‘f the
ro . : - L

pfop()ﬁed Cha ngc -”

As the first legislation aimed at addressing climate ch?-ngF'st' e
rered out, the Massey mine in West Virginia collapsed in a methane

explosion, killing twenty-nine miners. Soon a&er, a leak from _t}ic
Deepwater Horizon oil rig in the Gulf of Mexico triggered the larg-

est accidental oil spill in history, killing and causing birth defecs in. :
record numbers of marine animals. A grand jury would charge the
owner of the Upper Big Branch mine with criminally conspiring to

evade safety regulations, while a federal judge would find the oil _rig’s
principal owner, British Pe
reckless conduct.

Meanwhile, the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere was
already above the level that scientists said risked causing runaway
global warming. Obama acknowledged at this point that he knew
“the votes may not be there right now,” but, he vowed, “I intend o
find them in the coming months” The conservative money machine,

however, was already far ahead of him on an au
try to ensure that he would never succeed.

e ke APV
. bal warming skeptic has, because thatsall
greatest ﬂ:{;:;(:) :; iulatcr acknowledged. “There’s no legishation’

troleum, guilty of gross negligence and :

dacious new plan to




